
Hello HomeLink Families,

I hope you are all doing well. The school year is flying by! We will have Spring weather before you know it :)
Thank you all again for continuing to be such great members of our HomeLink community. Here are some
highlights to review for the month of March:

Question and Answer Night:

A big thank you to those who were able to attend the Q/A night on February 24th. Here are some highlights
from the meeting:

● HomeLink’s class grade ranges continue to be a great fit for families
● We are still waiting to receive more information on our next location, however, the high school

appears to be a good location fit! We are working with the district on details and more information will
become available soon.

● Variety of classes continue to be engaging for students and families
● Students and families are feeling much more supported now that we are back in person
● We want to get the word out about our program so we can enroll more families

Mask Update From the Lake Stevens School District

Dear Lake Stevens School District employees, students, and families,

Earlier today, Gov. Inslee, the Washington State Department of Health, and the Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction released new indoor mask guidance throughout our state. This includes public schools.

Beginning Monday, March 21, 2022, indoor mask-wearing will be optional—but encouraged—for students,
employees, and guests in our schools. Federal law requires masks on school buses, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention is expected to revisit that order in mid-March.

Washington state COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are in steep decline. Gov. Inslee explained that public
health modeling indicates that cases and hospitalizations from COVID-19 will continue decreasing over the
coming weeks, and by mid-March, they are expected to drop to rates similar to last summer. It is important to
note that existing safety measures such as masking and vaccinations have brought us to this point.
Continuation of these measures will help us reach the projected goal of safely removing masking requirements
on March 21. The decision to remove the statewide mask requirement was based on the best science and
research available.

We are in the process of reviewing this information, as we too just learned of it. Between now and March 21,
Lake Stevens School District leaders will establish protocols and guidance for students, employees, and
families for this changing environment. We ask for your support and patience during this time. Remember that
masks are still required for all students, employees, and guests in our schools and school district
offices until March 21.

We know how incredibly difficult this pandemic has been for our school district community, and we appreciate
your efforts to protect the health and safety of our students and employees.

Please take this time to talk with your family and decide if wearing a mask to school is right for your child after
March 21. Some families and employees may decide they are done wearing masks all together, while others
will continue wearing them. We will support you, no matter your decision. We ask everyone to be respectful
and sensitive to the individual needs of our students and employees during this transition.

Now more than ever, it’s essential that our students and employees adhere to these important health
guidelines:

● Continue to wear masks, as required by state law, until the indoor mask mandate is lifted on
March 21.



● Maintain social distancing in classrooms, learning spaces, hallways, cafeterias, and on buses to
the greatest extent possible.

● Continue to wash and sanitize your hands throughout the day.
● Stay home when you are sick and watch for symptoms of COVID-19.

Thank you for your continued efforts to protect the health and safety of our students, employees, and families.

Parent Advisory Committee for next school year:

We are going to modify our PAC for next year. We are welcoming all parents to be a part of our committee and
will be hosting meetings once a month in person, on campus next year. Before we start the new school year, I
will email all families our PAC schedule in hopes that people can attend when they are available.

Smarter Balance Testing in the Spring:

Testing time is just around the corner. We will be offering students the opportunity to take the Smarter
Balanced Assessment (SBA)  in English language arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and mathematics for grades 3-8
and students in grades 5 and 8th will also be able to take the WCAS: Washington Comprehensive Assessment
of Science.

Families will have the opportunity to opt-in or out of testing as usual.

We will be emailing families & putting info in student mail folders. Stay tuned!

Dates to remember:

● Spring Break is April 4-8
● Daylight Savings is coming up! Don’t forget to turn your clock one hour forward on March 13th!

Respectfully,

Angela Menon, Director

https://www.snohd.org/543/COVID-19-Signs-and-Symptoms

